
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT PFI

The Periodic Façade Inspection (PFI) regime was introduced to enhance the maintenance 

requirements of building facades for ensuring public safety. It is set to take effect from 1 Jan 2022.

All buildings* that are more 

than 20 years of age & more 

than 13 metres in height.

* Excludes a) detached houses, semi-detached 

houses, terraced or linked houses which are 

used solely as places of residence; and b) 

temporary buildings.

Criteria

7 years 

later

Process

Approval from 

Commissioner of 

Building Control

Conduct inspection

Appoints 

CP

100% 

visual 

inspection

Minimum 

10% close-

range 

inspection 

per building 

face

YESNO

Submit report. 

Carry out repair 

works (if any) as 

recommended 

by CP

Receipt of Notice for PFI

End

Start

Need full façade investigation?

Scan here to visit BCA’s 

website for more information 

on the PFI regime. 

Scan here to contact us 

through BCA’s Online 

Feedback Form

Competent Person# (CP),

assisted by Façade 

Inspector(s) (FIs)

# Professional Engineer (C&S) or Registered 

Architect who has obtained “Certificate in 

Façade Inspection”.

Professionals
Submit interim report



Dangling vertical fin

Spalling concrete 

Bulging board cladding

Under the Part 4A of Building Control Act 1989 (“BC Act”), person 

responsible for exterior features of a building have a duty to 

ensure that these exterior features are properly maintained.

Persons who fail to do so shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 

exceeding $20,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 

months or to both.
Collapsed exterior ceiling

Fallen brick facade

Dislodged metal cladding

On average, there are more than 20 incidents of fallen 

façade elements reported to BCA every year, your 

building might be next if you don’t maintain

Duty to Maintain
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